
 

Thursday, April 23, 2009 
8:00 a.m. -  4:00 p.m. 

Crowne Plaza Five Seasons Hotel – Ballroom One 
350 First Avenue NE 

Cedar Rapids, IA  52401 
 

REGISTRATION: 
Pre-Registration (thru 4/17/09)  $50.00 

Students with Current ID  $25.00  
Walk-ins on day of workshop   $75.00  

Scholarship Opportunities May Be Available Upon RequestScholarship Opportunities May Be Available Upon RequestScholarship Opportunities May Be Available Upon RequestScholarship Opportunities May Be Available Upon Request    
 

C.E.U. Certification  
$20.00 

CEU Certification is through Grace College, Winona Lake, Indiana, 
an Authorized Provider for granting CEU credits that meet the  

standards and criteria of the International Association for Continuing 
Education and Training (IACET).  

 

REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.HADSA.ORG/SusanPeoples.htm  

 MAIL COMPLETED FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

HADSA 

c/o Troy McCarthy 

435 Lincoln Street 

Ainsworth, IA  52201 



 

Susan J. Peoples, loving wife of Stephen J. Peoples, is the proud mother of four children.  
Her youngest son, Michael, was born with Down syndrome in 1991.  Susan’s three other 
children, Katie, Betsy, and Thomas are currently completing high school or attending 
college. 
 

One day while driving, Betsy, then twelve years old, inquired, “Mom, if you could take 
away Michael’s Down syndrome, would you do it?”  Without hesitation, Susan replied, 
“No!  Down syndrome is what makes Michael the neat little boy he is.  I would take away 
the hardships, but never the Down syndrome.”  Subsequently, Susan has dedicated her 
career as an educator to reducing the academic hardships encountered by children with 
Down syndrome and their educators. 

 

As an educator for 30 years (B.S. in elementary education and graduate studies), research clinician, author, and 
parent of a child with Down syndrome, Ms. Peoples has spent the past thirteen years exploring, evaluating, and 
designing curricular materials and methods to improve the educational experience of children with Down syndrome 
and other developmental delays.  Recognizing that one individual could not generate the essential curricular 
support needed for numerous subject areas, she has recently founded The Foundation for Special Offspring.  
Currently, the foundation is preparing to submit a multimillion dollar grant application to fund a highly 
experienced and creative team of educators to generate curricular tools for K-12 in reading, spelling, math, 
science, social studies, health and human development (issues of sexuality and appropriate behavior), handwriting, 
industrial technology, home economics, etc.  All curricular materials will be clinically evaluated, revised, and proven 
effective prior to publication. 
 

Ms. Peoples has been a featured speaker at numerous schools and conferences including:  the first Montgomery 
Area Down Syndrome Outreach Conference 2007, the National Down Syndrome Congress (NDSC) 2007 Annual 
Conference, the 2007 Down Syndrome Association of Central Minnesota Conference, the 2006 UPS for Down 
Syndrome Chicago Conference, the 2006 Manitoba Down Syndrome Society (Winnipeg, Canada) Conference, the 
Down Syndrome Association of West Michigan 2006 Educators’ Conference, the Phoenix 2005 Down Syndrome 
Network Conference, the Kansas City Down Syndrome Guild 2005 Conference, the 2004 Annual Greater St. Louis 
Down Syndrome Association Conference, and the National Down Syndrome Society (NDSS) 2003 Annual 
Conference. 
 

She is the author of Stars of Success:  Understanding How Children with Down Syndrome and Other 
Developmental Delays Learn.  Approved by the NDSS, the text provides proven and effective instructional 
techniques for parents and professionals.  She has also created several reading series, spelling, phonetic and 
handwriting programs designed to improve the inclusion of children with Down syndrome and other developmental 
delays in the educational setting. 

“Teaching Tools For Children with Intellectual Disabilities” is an educational workshop sponsored by Hawkeye Area 
Down Syndrome Association (HADSA). The workshop will provide an overview of the specific learning needs 
characteristic of children with Down syndrome and other developmental delays and define their academic impact.  The 
workshop seeks to provide all educators with the skills to recognize and implement curricular programs that incorporate 
essential design elements targeting known learning needs. 
 
With the goal of providing all attendees practical information and the tools to help children experiencing developmental 
delays become successful in inclusive settings in the school and community, this will be one extraordinary day! 

This workshop is appropriate for special and regular classroom teachers, parents, family 
members, paraprofessionals, medical professionals, as well as any school service provider 
who interacts with children who have Down syndrome and other developmental delays. 



(on your own - restaurants nearby) 

“The greatest student progress is achieved when the “The greatest student progress is achieved when the “The greatest student progress is achieved when the “The greatest student progress is achieved when the learnerlearnerlearnerlearner    is understood.”is understood.”is understood.”is understood.”    

 
� What is the educational starting point for a learner who has Down syndrome and other 

developmental delays? 

� What is the best learning arrangement for a child with Down syndrome and other developmental 
delays? 

� How should I design student lessons to guarantee positive student progress? 
� How do I know how much new material to present to maintain a success level? 

� What behavioral expectations should I have for a student with Down syndrome and other 
developmental delays? 

� How does instructional design directly relate to student behavior? 
Lessons must be designed and implemented to target deficiencies in: 

   • Visual skills   • Language Development 

    • Tracking    • Auditory Discrimination 

    • Discrimination   • Pacing (teacher established student work rate) 

    • Memory Skills (short– and long-term) • Processing Latency (delayed response time) 

    • Ability to follow directions 

*Times may be adjusted as 

needed. 

12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

2:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. 

2:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

LUNCH 

Session 3 

Break (snack) 

Session 4 

 

SESSION 1 

SESSION 2 

SESSION 3 

SESSION 4 

∗ Overview of six learning processes (NDSS Educational Inclusion Study): 
 
 • Attention  • Concept Attainment 
 • Memory  • Mediational Strategies 
 • Motivation  • Transfer of Learning 
 
∗ Formatting instruction to accommodate known deficiencies: 
  • Distributed Practice       
  • Pacing       
   • Increased Processing Time 

∗ Identification of specific learning needs characteristic of children with Down syndrome and other 
developmental delays and their academic impact. 

   
∗ Specific attention is directed to physical and medical concerns that affect the academic day:  

•  responses  •  performance   •  behavior 
   
∗ Designing instruction to target known needs.  Essential interventions required to improve the 

quality and ongoing progress of student handwriting. 

∗ Relating stages of cognitive development to the scope and sequence of instructional design. 
 
∗ Capitalizing on student strengths and successes in the design of initial reading programs. 
 
∗ Planning for appropriate reading and spelling inclusion during periods of prolonged 

maturation stages. 

∗ Programming for individual student needs through the planned integration of skills:  
           •  reading        •  spelling         •  handwriting       •  phonics 
 
∗ Evaluating and planning for the mastery and maintenance of skills. 
 
∗ Identifying successful plug-in opportunities for basal reading programs of typically performing 

peers. 
 
∗ Designing, formatting, and implementing appropriate spelling programs. 

& Continental Breakfast! 
Registration  

Session 1 

8:00 a.m. - 8:30 am 

8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. 

Break (snack) 

Session 2 

EDUCATORS = all  
persons who interact  
with children with  

developmental delays. 



* Signature and CVV2 code required for all credit card transactions 

       PAYMENT OPTIONS:  (Please check one of the following)    
            ____ Check enclosed  (make check payable to:  HADSA) 
            ____ Purchase Order faxed or mailed with registration form  
            ____ Credit card:   (select one)                        

                VISA MasterCard          Discover           American Express    
 

**        Please check box and ADD AN ADDITIONAL $20.00 for CEU Credits.   
 

  

            

*Signature: ____________________________________________ 

WORKSHOP   REGISTRATION   FORMWORKSHOP   REGISTRATION   FORMWORKSHOP   REGISTRATION   FORMWORKSHOP   REGISTRATION   FORM    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration includes:  ♦  Workshop fee of $24.95 
      ♦  Stars of Success:  Understanding How Children With Down  
                           Syndrome and Other Developmental Delays Learn 
      ♦  Continental Breakfast/ Beverages and A.M./P.M. Snacks 
                 ♦  Program Samples:  reading, spelling, handwriting, and phonics 

Credit Card Number CVV2 * Expiration Date 

Workshop Location:                                                   Workshop Date:  

Name:  

Billing Address:                                                        City, ST, Zip                             

Phone:                                                          *e-mail:  

Please check one of the following: 

      Parent         Teacher         Other   
 

School District:                                                          School:  

*required for e-mail confirmation of receipt of registration 

Directions: 
 

Take I-380 to the Five Seasons Center Exit 20B.  Go 2 blocks east to 1st Avenue then 3 blocks south to hotel entrance. 

Park in parking garage north of the hotel.  Park in the ramp.  Stickers will be provided at registration for parking fees. 

Take garage elevator to Level 3.  Go to Ballroom One. 
 

Hotel Accommodations:   
Workshop room rate available if booked by April 9th ($69/night) at the Crowne Plaza.  Use discount code DWN when 

making reservation.  Call 1-800-2CROWNE to reserve. 

MAIL COMPLETED FORM AND PAYMENT TO: 

HADSA 

c/o Troy McCarthy  

435 Lincoln Street 

Ainsworth, IA  52201 

IMPORTANT!  PLEASE BRING WITH YOU TO THE 

WORKSHOP THE FOLLOWING ITEMS: 

2 pair of heavy socks 

2 crayons 

1 tube of toothpaste in original box 

Pre-Registration - $50.00 (Student - $25.00 with current student ID) 
Pre-Registration closes 4/17  

Walk-in registrations day of workshop - $75.00 
(Sorry, no refunds.) 

Crowne Plaza Five Seasons Hotel 4/23/09 

For more information on scholarship opportunities or any other questions, 

please call Cynthia Anderson at 319-378-8108.  


